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I certify that this public Bill, which originated in the Youth Legislative Assembly, has finally 

passed the Youth Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. 
  

Hamani Tanginoa, Youth Voice Coordinator 
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First Nations Cultural Land Connection 
Program (Establishment) Youth Act 2024 
 

Act no.  2, 2024 
 

A Bill for 

An Act to establish an On Country Learning program, provisions of the program, functions and 

education reform for First Nations students and other purposes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I have examined this Bill and find it to correspond in all respects with the Bill as finally 

passed by the Youth Legislative Assembly. 

 

Joshua Shaw, Youth Governor of the NSW Youth Parliament
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The Youth Legislature of New South Wales enacts— 

Part 1 Preliminary 

1 Name of Act 

This Act is the First Nations Cultural Land Connection Program (Establishment) Act 2024. 

2 Commencement 

The Act commences on 1 January 2026. 

3 Relationship with other Acts and laws 

This Act prevails to the extent of an inconsistency with another Act or law. 

4 Objects 

 The objects of this Act are to— 

(a) promote the state-wide adoption of a sustainable Cultural Land Connection Program, 

(b) enforce the idea of reinforcing and developing Cultural and Traditional relations in schools 

specifically for First Nations students, 

(c) emphasise the need for the consultation of Local Aboriginal Land Councils, Aboriginal 

Education Consultative Groups, Traditional Owners, Elders and Cultural Knowledge 

Holders, and 

(d) foster an increasingly equitable educational sphere, with emphasis on the social 

development, inclusion, and empowerment of students. 

5 Definitions 

In this Act— 

Aboriginal Land Councils (ALCs) are, a peak First Nations organisation which aims 

to develop land rights, creating an economic base for First Nations Communities, as 

well as the continued passing and enhancement of First Nations cultures, identities 
and heritage through the management of traditional sites and other cultural materials.  

AECG refers to Aboriginal Education Consultative Groups, and was established to 

promote active participation by First Nations Peoples in the consultative and 

decision-making process of education and training related matters, with the mandate 

that the process represents the First Nations Community viewpoint.  

Cultural Competency Training means, a structured education program designed to 

improve a person’s understanding and sensitivity towards First Nations Cultures. 

Cultural Knowledge Holders means, individuals recognized for their responsibility in 

safeguarding the cultural and spiritual wisdom, including traditions, teachings, and 
practices unique to their culture or community. 

Cultural Load means, the expectation put on First Nations Peoples to share cultural 

knowledge, or lived experience, in order to educate others knowingly or 

unknowingly.  

Elders are who are acknowledged as the custodian of cultural and spiritual wisdom, 

encompassing traditions, teachings, and practices specific to their culture or 

community.  

key learning areas means, disciplinary knowledge, skills and understanding in a 
range of subjects. These subjects include, English, Mathematics, Science and 

Technology, Human Society and Its Environment (HSIE), Creative and Practical 

Arts, and Personal Development, Health and Physical Education (PDHPE). 
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On Country Learning—see section 6(3). 

self-determination means, fundamental right to determine how First Nations are 

actively participating in the decision-making process, and control over their lives and 

future including economic, social and cultural development.  

Note— The Interpretation Act 1987 also contains definitions and other provisions that affect the 
interpretation of this Bill. 

Part 2 Cultural Land Connection Program  

Division 1 Establishment 

6 Establishment 

(1) There is, by this Act, the establishment of the Cultural Land Connection Program.  

(2) The program heavily relies on the On Country Learning. 

(3) For the purposes of this Act, On Country Learning is a culturally safe and responsive 

pedagogy which aims to support First Nations students to increase spiritual, emotional, and 

physical wellbeing outcomes through strengthening cultural connections to Country. 

7 Management and facilitation 

(1) The program will be managed by the Department of Education through NSW Government 

Schools.  

(2) Schools will collaborate with local Aboriginal Community organisations, which include 

but not limited to— 

(a) Aboriginal Education Consultative Groups, 

(b) Local Aboriginal Land Councils, 

(c) Traditional Custodians, 

(d) Local Elders and Cultural Knowledge Holders, and 

(e) First Nations families and individuals within the local school community. 

(3) Each school will be responsible for accounting this for their local community. 

8 Functions 

(1) The program aims to— 

(a) cultivate the attendance retention rates of First Nations students, 

(b) provide school based On Country opportunities with hopes of strengthening 

cultural and traditional relations, and 

(c) allow students to have a greater opportunity to connect and create meaning of First 

Nations culture. 

(d) Force stronger relationships between non-First Nations students to foster and 

reconciliation 
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(2) The program will involve engaging on the Traditional Lands of the local school, with both 

off-site and on-site programs around cultural teachings and the arts facilitated by Elders 

and Cultural Knowledge holders where possible. 

9 Implementation of the Cultural Land Connection Program 

The program is to be delivered in two streams, with engagement opportunities for— 

(a) prep and primary aged students, and  

(b) secondary school students. 

10 Eligibility 

(1) Both First Nations and non-First Nations students in attendance of an education institution 

between the years of Kindergarten and Year 6 are eligible to participate in the primary 

school program. 

(2) Both First Nations and non-First Nations students in attendance of an education institution 

between the years of Year 7 to Year 12 are eligible to participate in the secondary school 

program. 

(3) Students must voluntarily enrol, which must be actively promoted in schools. 

(4) When section (3) applies, students who identify as First Nations, or are accepted by their 

community as First Nations, are prioritised in the selection process.  

(5) Interest in the program shall be communicated through written submission of a permission 

slip, signed by a parent or guardian providing explicit consent. 

Division 2 Development of Program 

11 Connection to key learning areas 

The program seeks to introduce students to a focus on cultural engagement in Key Learning 

Areas including— 

(a) creative arts, and  

(b) languages. 

12 Development of content 

Curriculum will be devised by the Department in close collaboration with Elders and Cultural 
Knowledge Holders, AECGs and community organisations to ensure content is age-

appropriate, culturally correct and promotes self-determination. 

13 Program management 

(1) All involved parties of the program will contribute to the program’s establishment, 

maintenance, delivery, and engagement processes with a holistic approach seeking to 

mitigate workplace stress, burnout and cultural load. 

(2) This includes— 

(a) the Minister and their Department, 

(b) Aboriginal Education Consultative Groups, 

(c) Local Elders and Cultural Knowledge Holders, 
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(d) Aboriginal Education Officers, and 

(e) involved staff members. 

14 Aboriginal Education Officer involvement in development 

Aboriginal Education Officers are to be involved in the development and implementation of the 
program.  

15 Preparatory and primary school program 

(1) For preparatory and primary school students, the program aims to establish foundational 

structures of creative and performing arts skills. 

(2) The program shall additionally focus on developing foundational structures of cultural 

language, practices, ceremonies and connection with Elders and Cultural Knowledge 

Holders. 

16 Secondary school program 

(1) For secondary students, the program seeks to build upon deep creative and performing arts 

skills learnt during primary education. 

(2) The program shall additionally focus on deep cultural language, practices, ceremonies and 

connection with mentorship and leadership opportunities within the First Nations 

community and wider school or chosen educational pathway.  

Division 3 Delivery 

17 Program delivery 

(1) Students will undertake 200 hours of the program. 

(2) These hours must include— 

(a) 100 hours of an in-school incursion, and 

(b) 100 hours of On-Country Learning.  

(3) The program must also feature— 

(a) language sessions during a school-based education session, and 

(b) a cultural session that will discuss history, art, and tradition. 

18 Program facilitation 

(1) The sessions must be facilitated by existing Aboriginal Education Officers, alongside Local 

Elders and Cultural Knowledge Holders, in accordance with the advice and guidance of the 

First Nations Students of the local school. 

(2) First Nations teachers and other staff members shall engage with participants to check in 

on the social and emotional wellbeing of students. 

(3) Schools are encouraged to promote the integration to year groups and stages where 

possible. 

19 Cultural load 

To ensure the wellbeing of First Nations Peoples, the program must include a cultural load 

management plan, in consultations with First Nations students, teaching staff and community. 
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Part 3 Evaluation 

Division 1 Ministerial Review 

20 Review of mentorship and educational opportunities 

(1) The Minister must commence a review 12 months after the commencement of this Act.  

(2) Following this review, the Minister must develop a plan to promote mentorships and 

educational opportunities for the program. 

21 Review period for classes 

(1) The program content must be reviewed by the Minister after 12 months of implementation 

in the first instance, and then every two years further to that. 

(2) The Minister and Department must consult with Local Aboriginal Communities during the 

review process. 

22 Outcome of review 

After a review is completed by the Minister, it shall be tabled in Parliament at the next sitting 

day. 

Division 2 Participatory evaluation and community feedback  

23  Community Feedback Mechanisms 

(1) There shall be established regular community feedback sessions at least once per school 

term, ensuring the active participation of students, families, Elders, Cultural Knowledge 

Holders, and local Aboriginal Organisations. 

(2) These sessions will provide a platform for open dialogue and collective evaluation of the 

program’s effectiveness, cultural appropriateness, and areas for improvement. 

24  Participatory evaluation process 

(1) A participatory evaluation process shall be developed that prioritises qualitative insights 

and community narratives over quantitative metrics. 

(2) Culturally sensitive methods such as storytelling, yarning circles and art-based feedback 

shall be utilised to gather perspectives on the program’s impact. 

25  Integration of feedback 

Feedback gathered from community sessions shall be documented and incorporated into 
ongoing program adjustments and improvements. 

26  Community Advisory Council 

(1) A Community Advisory Board shall be established. 

(2) The Board shall oversee the integration of feedback and provide guidance on program 

development. 

(3) The Board shall consist of— 

(a) students, 

(b) Elders, 

(c) Cultural Knowledge Holders, and 

(d) representatives from local Aboriginal organisations.  
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27  Transparency and Accountability 

(1) The Department shall publish a summary of feedback of the program and subsequent 

program adjustments annually in the form of a report. 

(2) Regular community dialogues discussing how feedback has been incorporated into the 

program must be provided, ensuring transparency and accountability. 

Part 4 Support for Educators 

28 Professional development and community collaboration  

(1) Teachers will receive professional development training for the program and will be given 

resources to support lessons to students.  

(2) Whenever possible, Elders and Cultural Knowledge Holders or any other qualified 

personnel will be given priority to carry out the professional development. 

29 Cultural competency training 

(1) Both teaching and non-teaching staff of education providers must complete professional 

learning on the importance of On Country Learning facilitated by the Department. 

(2) During the first 12 months of establishment of the program, the training shall be aimed to 

alleviate concerns around attendance and potential impacts of syllabus learning for 

involved staff and students. 

Part 5 Miscellaneous 

Division 1 Considerations of Remote Communities 

30 Additional support for remote school communities 

(1) Schools located within remote communities shall be eligible for increased funding from the 

Department of Education, and the Department of Aboriginal Affairs and Treaty.  

(2) Funding must be allocated to the establishment of the program. 

(3) Schools located within remote communities may work with other schools within the 

Traditional Lands to deliver the program.  

(4) The Department of Education shall increase funding in wellbeing support for remote school 

communities conducting the program, keeping accordance to cultural protocols.  
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