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I certify that this public Bill, which originated in the Youth Legislative Assembly, has finally 

passed the Youth Legislative Assembly of New South Wales. 
  

Hamani Tanginoa, Youth Voice Coordinator 
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2024 
 

Act no.  1, 2024 
 

A Bill for 

An Act to provide equitable educational opportunities through alternative suspension and teaching 

methods; and for other purposes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I have examined this Bill and find it to correspond in all respects with the Bill as finally 

passed by the Youth Legislative Assembly. 

 

Joshua Shaw, Youth Governor of the NSW Youth Parliament
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The Youth Legislature of New South Wales enacts— 

Part 1 Preliminary 

1 Name of the Act 

This Act is the Education (Equal Opportunities) Act 2024. 

2 Commencement 

The Act commences on the date that is 90 days after the date of assent in this Act. 

3 Relationship to other Acts or laws 

This Act prevails to the extent of an inconsistency with another Act or law. 

4 Objects 

The objects of this Act are to— 

(a) promote the state-wide adoption of a sustainable Alternative Suspension program, 

(b) enforce the idea of rehabilitation in school behaviour policy, 

(c) emphasise the need for earlier intervention and prevention of future suspensions, and 

(d) foster an increasingly equitable educational sphere, with emphasis on the social 

development, inclusion, and empowerment of students. 

5 Definitions 

In this Act— 

Alternative Suspension is a rehabilitative program which encourages school 

perseverance by helping youth identify what motivates them, build the tools they 

need to overcome the challenges they’re facing, and ultimately have success when 

they go back to school. 

behavioural policy means direction and guidance on supporting and managing safe, 

responsible, and respectful student behaviour in NSW public schools. 

equity in education means the provision of equal learning opportunities for all 
students. 

Indigenous means to the First Nations people of Australia. 

low socio-economic status is based on the socio-economic status value derived from 

the Australian Bureau of Statistics’ Socio-Economic Indexes for Areas and scores in 
the bottom 25% of the population are considered low socio-economic status. 

rural is considered as all communities that are not within an urban area according to 

the Rural, Remote and Metropolitan Area classifications.  

School Support System integrates multiple sources of information to develop a 

support plan that is directed at increasing student performance and is founded on 

proven practice. 

school suspension is where the school asks a student not to attend school for a 

period. 

student communities are the body of students in a further and higher education, 

considered as a whole.  

Student Support Officers are those who work within the school community to 
enhance the learning and wellbeing outcomes of students in partnership with the 

wellbeing team and the School Counselling Service. 

Note— The Interpretation Act 1987 also contains definitions and other provisions 

that affect the interpretation of this Bill. 
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Part 2 Behavioural Policy 

6 Reform of current behavioural policies 

(1) The Minister administering the Education Act 1990 shall direct the Department to 

undertake a review of all current behavioural policies. 

(2) The review shall take a view to amend behavioural practice, in particular— 

(a) the prevention and intervention of bad behaviour,  

(b) tools to address root causes of student behaviour, and  

(c) reform of the current suspension policy to an Alternative Suspension program 

model. 

7 Aims of reformed behavioural policy 

The aims of the reformed behavioural policy are to ensure that bad behaviour in students is 

decreased and that levels of student engagement within the school environment is increased. 

8 Considerations of neurodiverse students in rehabilitation policies 

(1) Schools must provide opportunities for neurodiverse students to meet with school 

counsellors and can provide meetings with any students upon request. 

(2) Mandatory professional development sessions are to be provided to school staff to 

emphasise the support needs of neurodiverse students, with the aims of them flourishing in 

the high school environment.  

9 Professional development sessions to introduce behavioural policy 

(1) The criteria and characteristics of teacher development days shall be updated to support 

and disperse new training on intervention-style behavioural management. 

(2) Professional development sessions should be in reference to the updated behavioural 

policies, focusing on the rehabilitation of students. 

(3) Professional development sessions should be in reference to the considerations for 

neurodiverse students. 

(4) Professional development sessions will be accredited by NESA. 

(5) The sessions shall integrate the management of— 

(a) neurodivergent students, 

(b) Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, 

(c) non-English speaking students,  

(d) low socioeconomic student behaviour management into already established 

management into already established mandatory clauses, and 

(e) students experiencing severe family disruption such as divorce or sudden severe 

injury. 

(6) Professional development sessions surrounding stakeholders shall be inclusive of cognitive 

and learning disabilities, supporting collaboration with learning support officers within the 

classroom. 
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10 Amendment of the Suspension and Expulsion Procedures 2023 

Amend as in Schedule 1. 

11 School record keeping and reporting 

Schools shall be required to record and submit suspension records to the Department annually. 

12 Dedicated support programs 

(1) Schools must arrange dedicated support programs to students who show requisite need, 

working with both teachers and students. 

(2) This measure shall inform teaching practices and in class behaviour, to mitigate student 

misconduct. 

(3) School support programs shall be made in tandem with students and is to continue for a 

minimum of one school term with renewals on a semester basis as required. 

(4) Programs shall outline clear markers for the students to achieve, with criteria for future 

renewals of the program after the one term minimum. 

(5) Programs must clarify whether the leadership program will be part of the schools, the Y 

Alternative Suspension program, or an external program. 

(6) A student fitting the term “requisite needs” must mean that a student has— 

(a) been disrupting in class affecting the learning of other students for whatever reason, 

(b) 2 or more out of class punishments, and 

(c) an inability to follow classroom instruction. 

Part 3 Alternative Suspension program 

Division 1 Establishment 

13 Introduction of Alternative Suspension program 

This Act shall introduce an Alternative Suspension program, which shall be released statewide 

with the aim to— 

(a) prevent and to intervene patterns of bad behaviour in students, 

(b) decrease violent behaviour in students, and 

(c) increase the number of diagnoses and referrals for students by child psychiatrists. 

14 Model of the program 

The program is to be conducted in accordance with the model of YMCA Alternative Suspension 

Quebec. 

15 Purpose of the program 

(1) The program will provide an educational and wellbeing program for students over 

suspension periods. 

(2) The program will prove a series of tailored sessions to address the underlying behavioural 

concerns. 

16 When the program takes effect 

(1) Where a student is required to be suspended the program shall take effect. 
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(2) Students must attend the program in person throughout the duration of their suspension. 

(3) Students will complete their schoolwork throughout this program. 

17 Reflection of the program on school records 

Participation in the program shall not be counted as a suspension on student records, rather be 

recorded as an out of school program. 

Division 2 Operation of the program 

18 Funding for the Alternative Suspension program 

The Government shall fund and support the continued running and expansion of the program, 

ensuring availability to all NSW students. 

19 Selection of locations to participate in the program 

(1) The Alternative Suspension program shall run on a needs-based basis, sites will be selected 

if the community is recorded with high suspension rates and communities of need. 

(2) Each centre shall be conducted within regional community centres with ease of access from 

public transport, such as buses, where possible. 

20 Selection criteria 

The Minister shall select organisations to run the program based on an eligibility criterion of— 

(a) the capacity to host program across the state, and 

(b) the existing measures for interaction between the program and the organisation relating to 

wellbeing and holistic support for students. 

21 Staffing of Alternative Suspension sites 

(1) Centres are to be run by youth workers, with a minimum of 2 workers per centre. 

(2) Centres must maintain contact with child psychologists, with urgency given to student’s 

recommended through program for diagnosis. 

22 Evaluation 

(1) Programs must write reports each year by either year advisors of school principals to the 

department. 

(2) The report must outline a summary of the effectiveness and outcomes of the support 

program. 

(3) All students and teachers involved in the program shall be able to contribute to the 

evaluation process. 

Division 3 Post Alternative Suspension program  

23 Post-program student reintegration processes  

(1) Students are to be provided with continued support for students through return to school. 

(2) School teachers are to be made aware of— 

(a) the student’s attendance in the program, and 

(b) any points of concern such as, but not limited to— 
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(i) behavioural needs and triggers, or 

(ii) required learning provisions. 

24 Check-in points 

(1) Schools must provide ‘check-in points’ to both the organisation in which the student 

attended and the student’s parents throughout the students return.  

(2) The school and teachers are to work with the student to keep the school environment 

healthy and welcoming to students post attendance within the program. 

(3) Checkpoints must encompass— 

(a) Alternative Suspension program attendance 

(b) classroom effort, being either— 

i. low effort, by being disobedient 

ii. moderate effort, by being reluctantly compliant, or  

iii. high effort, being attentive, and 

(c) social behaviour across friendships, classroom interactions and extracurricular 

activities. 

Part 4 Helping students thrive through further opportunities 

Division 1 Extracurricular programs for students 

25 Extracurricular programs 

(1) The Department shall work with schools on a catchment level to introduce extracurricular 

programs for students. 

(2) Extracurricular programs must include local cultural groups throughout the schools to 

promote cultural education and build community with students returning from the 

Alternative Suspension Program. 

(3) Local community clubs and programs may be used by schools to promote the wellbeing of 

students returning from the Alternative Suspension program. 

26 Sporting teams 

(1) The Department shall create sporting teams on a catchment level basis. 

(2) The sporting teams will be made up of students from different schools in the same 

catchment. 

(3) Practice spaces and resources must be made available by the schools involved. 

27 Creative and performing arts opportunities 

(1) The Department shall create opportunities for students within creative and performing arts. 

(2) These opportunities will be available for students on a catchment level. 

(3) Opportunities for students include, but are not limited to— 
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(a) bands, 

(b) drama ensembles, 

(c) choirs. 

28 Additional opportunities 

(1) Academically inclined extracurriculars shall also be available to students including 

debating and public speaking opportunities. 

(2) These opportunities will be provided contextually. 

Division 2 Student Support Officers 

29 Student support officers to be introduced to every school 

Every school shall have at least 1 Student Support Officer. 

30 Role of student support officer 

The role of the student support officer is to— 

(a) enable student autonomy in the school environment,  

(b) support students within— 

(a) social issues and social development, 

(b) development of soft skills such as organisations and resilience, and 

(c) behavioural management, and to 

(c) formulate support programs between students and the school, working with students to help 

with self-monitoring. 

31 Venues for student support officers 

Student support officers shall be available to students by either— 

(a) self-referral, 

(b) teacher referral, or 

(c) referral through the program. 

32  Measures to enforce compliance 

(3) There must be clear outlines of processes for self-referral, teacher referral and program 

referral to student support officers within official school behavioural policy booklets to 
ensure consistency between students, teachers, and program administrators in procedural 

understanding. 

(4) Clear communication channels for students to contact student support officers directly for 

assistance must be established, including to schedule appointments. 

(5) There shall be a system to monitor referrals and track accessibility of student support 

officers within catchments, with regular reporting to identify gaps or issues in compliance. 

(6) Accountability measures for non-compliance may be implemented by the Minister such as 

third parties to collate data into reports that provide an overview of results against a set of 
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mental health standards and recommendations to the Department on how to respond when 

referrals are not honoured. 

(7) A feedback mechanism shall be created where students and staff can report difficulties 

encountered in accessing student support officers to allow for continuous improvement and 

corrective action.  
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Schedule 1 Amendment to the Suspension and Expulsion 
Procedures 2023 

section 10 
[1] Amendment of the Suspension and Expulsion Procedures 2023 

(1) Duration of a Suspension can be decided by Principal’s with consideration of 

appropriate timing to implement support systems of students. 

(2) Duration of for students in Years 7-12 can be up to 5 consecutive days 

(3) If more time is deemed necessary, student’s may be suspended an added 5 days, 

making a maximum total suspension time of 10 consecutive school days. 

(4) Should additional suspension time be considered by the school, applications must be 

made to the Department of Education to ensure that the student is able to continue 

their education and receive necessary student support throughout the duration of their 

suspension. 
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